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3asoanHs ybo2co HayK08020 O0CNIONHCEHHS NONACAE Y POUUPEHHT IHopmayii npo pi3Hi
acnexmu embOremamuxu J{oneyvkoi obaacmi y ix 368°53Ky 3 npoyecamu iHGopmayitino2o
NPOMUCMOAHHA MA 6 NOPIBHAHHI 3 THUUMU PE2IOHAMU KPAIHU, ) WUPULOMY POSKPUMMI Npo-
yecie CmeopeHHts, 3ameepONCeHHs. Ma GUKOPUCAHHS PDISHUX CUMBOJII8 ) KOHMEKCHI MOmu-
sayii pizHux cyd’exmis iHGhopMayitino2o NPOMUCNOAHHSA; Y CMAHOBNEHHI KOHKPEMHUX HA-
pamugie wooo icmopii obnacmi uepes yi cumMeonu. 30Kpema, OO0CHIONHCEHHS BUOKDEMIIOE
CUMBOJIU, NOB A3AHI 3 VABIEHHAMU NPO «OABHIO ICMOPIIO» pe2ioHy, | GUHAUAE 3YMOBIIEHICMb
iX BUKOpUCMAHHA PISHUMU AKMOpamMu. AHANi3yI0mscs po3eumok o@iyilinoi 2epanbouku ma
sexcunonocii JJoneyvkoi obnacmi, 8i000padcenHs icmopuuHoi memamuxu y Qipmosux open-
0ax ma IHWUX KOMepYiUHUX HA368aX, NepeoCMUCTIeHHs OQIYItiIHOI CUMBONIKU NPUBAMHUMU
ocobamu y nepioo 3 1991 p. Memooonoziuno poboma 6a3yemvcsa Ha BUKOPUCAHHT ICIOPU-
KO-2eHeMUUHO20, iCIMOPUKO-NODIBHANbHO20, ICIOPUKO-CUCTEMHO20 Memodis. Ix kombinayis
oana 3mo2y nokazamu, wo emoiemu ma cumgonu JJoHeybkoi obracmi mManu c8iti NOYamox y
no3uyii ma noxo0HceHHi NOCMPAOAHCOKUX NOJIMUKO-DI3HEeCOBUX eNlim Pe2ioHy; NOPIGHAMU iX
i3 nosuyiero enim iHwWuUx obaacmeiu YKpainu npomseom moco Jic nepiody, noxazamu, 5K
8NIUE NO3UYIT OOHEYbKUX elim 3iepae Ha KOPUCb MOCKOBCbKO20 2IOPUOHO20 CYNPOMUBHU-
Ka. /{na yvozo oynu 3anyueni mamepianu 3MI, inmepuem-ono2u, apxieni mamepiaiu.

Pesynemamu 30iticnenoeo y mesxcax cmammi 00CHiONHCEHHs C8I0HamMb NPO me, Wo ao-
Minicmpamueno-oisnecosi enimu JJoneyvxoi oonacmi 1990—2000-x pp. 6ynu 3ayixkasneni 6
pecioHanbHill cumeoniyi, axa 6 eiodinana obnacms 6i0 icmopii Ykpainu 3azanom. Ilopaou
npoghecilinux YKpaiHCcbKux iCmopuxis eaimu c8ioomo iecHopysanu. Xoua 6oHu He ¢hicypysanu
8 0QhiyitiHill 2epanbouyi peciony, cUMB0U 3 0ABHLOI ICMOPIi 0COOIUBO 3aYiKABUIU OOHEYbKI
enimu, KOHKpemHo mi, Wo cmocyomscs 0A8HIX CKighie i capmamis, HaAOYIU WUPOKO20 NOWU-
PEHHSL 8 PI3ZHUX KOMEPYIUHUX OpeHOax, AKi KOHMpOMI08alu npeoCmagHUKY KepiHUuymea oo-
nacmi, ixui 6au3bKi 3Hatiomi, OisHec-napmuepu. Taxe i00KpemaeHHS eMOIeMaAmuKy ma cum-
BOJIIKU pe2ioHy 8I0 €OUHO20 YKPAIHCbKO20 «HAYIOHATLHO20 MIQ)y» 8I0pI3HANOCA 8i0 00CBIOY
Binnuywvroi oonacmi 6 moti camuii Xporono2iunuil 8iopizox. 3 02140y Ha NOX00NHCEHHs OOHe-
YbKUX enim, 102IYHO, WO 80HU UYKAIU KOMUPOMICY MIJHC 81ACHUM PAOAHCLKUM NAMPIOMu3-
MOM ma ponto Y HOBIll, He3aNedCHiltl YKpaincbKil Hayii. Taka nonimuka pe2ioHanvbHoi enaou
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ni3HiWe 0acms 3M02)Y MOCKOBCbKUM A2eHMAaM 6NIUEY NPOCYS8AMU 6IACHI HAPAMUBU «OA8HLOI
pociiicokoi icmopiiy 6 pecioni. Ixnvo10 Memoio 6yn0 nocunenns icmopuuHoi nAymaHunu y 20~
J108ax HAcCeNleHHs, Hed08ipu 00 OQiYitiHuX Oxcepell (30Kpema YCmaneHux aKademivHux Hapa-
musis 3 icmopii Ykpainu), nowupenns i0eono2ii «pyccko2o Mupay cepeo nepesancHo ana-
MUYHO20 00 Hei HaceNlenHs obnacmi.

Llocniooicenns € agmopcbKum ma opuiHanbHUM, 8eIUKOI0 Mipoio 6a3yembcs Ha Mame-
pianax ocobucmo 3HatOeHux 4u nobaveHux asmopom (3okpema sk dxcumenem micma [lone-
yvbKa nio yac noyamky 2iopudHo2o emopeHenHs Mockeu 00 peziony). 3 npakmuuno2o noais-
0y, pe3y1bmamu HA0OYHO 0eMOHCMPYIOMb, SIK 8I0CYMHICMb €OUHOT IHoOpMayitiHoi ma icmo-
puynoi nonimuxu ¢ Yxpaini 1990-2000-x pp. 6yra suxopucmana pecionanvHumMu eiimamu
ons gioyenmposux Oil. Ile ne 6yn0 6 npobremamuynum, aKuo 06 He noaecuulo OisIbHICb
AHMUYKPATHCOKUX 308HIWHIX CU, HaylleHux Ha 6iopug /Joneyvkoi ooaacmi 6i0 Yrpainu. To-
My mamepianu 00CHIONCEHHS MAOMb NeBHY YIHHICMb O Ni020MOBKU YU NIOBUUIEHHS K6a-
qighikayii oeparccayacoosyis. [lepcnekmusu nooarbuux O0CIIONCEHb 3 MeMU JeHCamnv y no-
wyKy iHwux oopasie 3 0aéHboi icmopii, Wo sUKOPUCMOBYIOMbCA 8 THHOPMAYIHOMY NPOMU-
CMOSIHHI HABKOI0 icmopii YKpainu, 0co6au80 3 MOCKOBCLKOI CMOPOHU, 3 GU3HAYEHHAM KIlIO-
Y08UX MeHOeHYIll | NPUYUH CMBOPEHHs NPONA2anou makoi memamuxu. [[o moeo sy cmammi
BUKOPUCMAHI APXIBHI Ma 8i3YAbHI Mamepiaiu, enepuie 86e0eHHi 00 HAYK08020 00i2y, o
MOJHCYMb cmamu 8 Ha200i OOCAIOHUKAM THHOPMAYTUHO20 NPOMUCTMOSHHL.

Knrouosi cnoea: ingopmayiiine npomucmosuHs, icmopia Ykpainu, embiemamuxa,
cneyianvii icmopuyHi OUCYuUnIiny, 0asHs icmopis, Binnuyvka obracme, Jloneyvka obaacme.

S >

The aims of the study include the expansion of information about various aspects of the
emblematics of the Donetsk region in their connection with the processes of information
warfare and in comparison with other regions of the country; wider disclosure of the pro-
cesses of creation, approval and use of various symbols in the context of the motivation of
various information warfare actors to establish specific narratives regarding the history of
the region through these symbols. In particular, the study singles out the symbols associated
with ideas about the «ancient history» of the region and determines why they were used by
different actors. The analysis covers the development of official heraldry and vexillology of
the Donetsk region, the reflection of historical themes in company brands and other com-
mercial names, the reinterpretation of official symbols by private individuals since 1991.
Methodologically, the research is primarily based upon historical-genetic, historical-compa-
rative, historical-systematic methods. The combination of these methods made it possible to
highlight that emblems and symbols in the Donetsk region had their origin in the views (and,
accordingly, personal origins) of the post-Soviet political and business elites of the region;
to compare them with the position of the elites of other regions of Ukraine during the same
period of time; to show how systematically the influence of the position of the Donetsk elites
played in favor of the Moscow-backed hybrid adversary. Media materials, Internet blogs,
and archival materials were used to achieve these results.

The results of the study indicate that the administrative and business elites of the Do-
netsk region in the 1990s and 2000s were interested in regional symbols that would separate
the region from the history of Ukraine as a whole. The elite deliberately ignored the advice
of professional Ukrainian historians. Although they did not appear in the official heraldry of
the region, symbols from ancient history were of particular interest to Donetsk elites, speci-
fically those related to the ancient Scythians and Sarmatians, and became widespread in
various commercial brands controlled by representatives of the regional leadership, their
close acquaintances, and business partners. This separation of emblematics and symbols of
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the region from unified Ukrainian «national mythos» differed from the experience of the
Vinnytsia region elites in the same chronological period. Given the origin of the Donetsk
elites, it is logical that in this way they sought a compromise between their own Soviet pat-
riotism and their role in the new, independent Ukrainian nation. Such policies of the regio-
nal authorities will later allow Moscow-affiliated agents of influence to promote their own
narratives of «ancient Russian history» in the region. Their goal was to increase historical
confusion in the minds of the population, sow distrust in official sources (in particular, es-
tablished academic narratives on the history of Ukraine), and facilitate the spread of the
«Russian World» ideology amongst the mostly apathetic population of the region.

The research is fully original and belongs to the author; it is mostly based on the mate-
rials that have been personally found or seen by the author (including as a citizen in Do-
netsk during the early stages of Moscow ’s hybrid invasion to the region). From the practical
point of view, the results fully demonstrate how the lack of a unified information and history
policy in 1990-2000s Ukraine was abused by regional elites for decentralizing actions. This
would not have been so problematic, if it did not also help the activities of anti-Ukrainian
foreign forces, interested in separating the Donetsk region from Ukraine. Thus, the re-
search’s materials have a certain use for the education or the adult learning courses for
the workers of bureaucracy. Prospects for further research on the topic lie in the search
for other symbolical images from ancient history that are used in the information warfare
surrounding the history of Ukraine, especially from the Moscow side, with the identification
of key trends and reasons for the creation of propaganda on such a topic. Furthermore, the
article contains archival and visual materials, first introduced to academic use, which may
aid further researchers of information warfare.

Keywords: Vinnytsia oblast, ancient history, Donetsk oblast, emblematics, information
warfare, history of Ukraine, auxiliary sciences of history.

S\

An information warfare agent usually treats history as a unified jumble of facts
and symbols that one can pullout to instantly give a political or military agenda a pro-
found explanation, one «grounded in the ages past». Ancient history is, thus, of great
interest to powers behind information policy activities, as its use provides legitimacy
and sets an overall traditionalist tone over the entity’s actions, if used correctly. In this
form, it is especially of interest to subversive entities, which wish to demonstrate that
their actions are somehow more «ordained by history itself» than those of the central
government. But when the settlement of the region by its current population is (rela-
tively) recent, another question arises: which part of ancient history must be used: that
of the settler group’s origins (thus likely too connected to the central government’s
symbols), or that unique to the region, but mostly disconnected to its current popula-
tion? Questions like these would arise in historical cases of nation-building, both suc-
cessful (Israel) and not so much (the Confederate States of America), and, while not
fully identical, the actions of regional governments seeking a certain degree of auto-
nomy, and an outside force trying to infiltrate and subvert the region, are similar
enough in their approach to which historical facts and symbols to pick and choose
from. With Ukraine facing hybrid and full-scale invasion from Moscow, and with cer-
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tain local authorities and opportunist politicians choosing to collaborate with the in-
vaders, including in the sphere of myth-making and tying regions through ideology,
the topic of the use of history symbols as used in Donetsk region is of practical rele-
vance and importance.

Analysis of previous publications connects two large topics: one related to the
development of symbols in Donetsk region, and the other related to the use of those
symbols for information warfare reasons. The heraldry and vexillology of Donetsk re-
gion was created after the restoration of independence and the dissolution of the Soviet
Union, and it became the subject of interest of Ukrainian scholars from the time of its
creation (which, in itself, was contested by professional heraldry analysts). Researchers
of heraldry and vexillology primarily focused on whether the Donetsk region’s heraldry
was made in accordance to the rules of tincture and other heraldic traditions, leading
to disputes between scholars and the authorities, discussed in the mass medial. The
Ukrainian Heraldic Society played a significant role in the aforementioned discussion
of the symbols of the region, one should particularly the publications of a Lviv-based
historian A. Hrechylo. He analyzed the progress of official heraldry in independent
Ukraine, and described the coats of arms of cities and villages of Ukraine known as
of 2020. The researcher was a member of the commission for approving the symbols
of the Donetsk region, but his proposals for their improvement were not accepted,
despite their sound scholarly background, due to specific decisions by the regional
authorities?.

Other Ukrainian authors from various regions that analyzed historical elements
used to create regional symbols for Donetsk region include the researchers Ye. Maksi-
menko (she focused on the formation and background of the particular designs of he-
raldry in the cities of Donetsk and Luhansk regions)®, A. Yashchuk (who demonstrated
how «alternative projects» in emblematics eventually find their embodiment, even
«without passing the competition» via personal connections with the authorities,
which is useful to bear in mind in the analysis of Donetsk heraldry specifically)?,

! loweruanam TOACYHYIM  «HETpaMOTHEI» rep6? (2003)  OcmpoB. Retrieved from
https://www.ostro.org/general/politics/articles/76/ (data zvernennia: 14.07.2024)

2 Tpeunno, A. (2004). I'ep6u ma npanopu micm i cin Ypainu. U.1 (A-J). JIeBiB: JIpykapchbki
kynmry; [peunso, A. (2004). Cydacni cumBoiu obnacteil Ykpainu. Yipaincoke 2epanbouune mosa-
pucmso. Retrieved from http://uht.org.ua/ua/part/terytot/oblasti/#don (data zvernennia: 14.07.2022);
Ipeunno, A. (2008). Cyuacni cumsonu obnacmeti Yipainu. Kuis—JIbBiB: Ykp. repanba. T-8o, HAH
Vkpaiunu, JIbBiB. Bin-Hs [H-Ty yKp. apxeorpadii Ta mxepeno3nascTta iM. M. C. I'pymeBcskoro HAH
Vkpaiuu; I[peunno, A. (2020). I'epbu ma npanopu micm i cin Yrpainu. Y. 11 (M—5I). JIbBis: JIbBiB.
BiJI-Hs [H-Ty ykp. apxeorpadii Ta mxepenosznasctsa iM. M. C. I'pymescbkoro HAH Vkpainu.

38 Maxcumenko, €. (2014). Micvka 2epanvouxa HJoumbacy XVIII— nouamxy XXI cm. (aBroped.
JC. ... KaH[I. icT. Hayk — 07.00.06). lonenpk; Makcumenko, €. (2013). CyyacHa MicbKa repaibauka
Jlyranmmau. Cxio, 6, 225-228. DOI: 10.21847/1728-9343.2013.6(126).21030.

4 Amyx, A. (2021). «Apxanren Muxain» ta «borgan XMenbHUIBKHID: TPOEKTH Tepda M. Knesa
1942 ta 1944 pp. y tBopuiii ciagmuai Autona Cepenu. Apxisu Vipainu. 1(326): ciueHb—0Oepe3eHb,
184-195. DOI: 10.47315/archives2021.326.184.
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Yu. Kulish (looked for the genesis of the formation of regional symbolism in folk lore
and local culture)!, and M. Slobodianiuk (studied the emblems of regional military
units, particularly those symbolizing the battlefields against the Moscow-backed hy-
brid adversary in the east of Ukraine)?.

Thus, an analysis of related literature shows that the peculiarities of heraldry and
vexillology of the Donetsk region have already been described, in accordance to the
specifics of those auxiliary sciences of history (specifically, in the works of A. Hre-
chylo, and other professional heraldry scholars). This work’s particular task regarding
the broader issue would be, instead, to consider the process of creation, approval and
use of various symbols in the context of the motivation of various information warfare
agents to conduct a specific message, in regards to the history of the region, through
those symbols. In particular, we will focus on the symbols connected to ideas about
the region’s «ancient history», and why those were used by various actors. The re-
search to analysis should related to the development of official heraldry and vexillo-
logy of the Donetsk region, reflection of historical themes in brand names, reinterpre-
tations of official symbols by private individuals) in the post-1991 period. The latter
group should include individuals acting in the interest of the hybrid adversary.

Therefore, the aim of the research is to analyze which symbols, related to the his-
tory of the lands that currently encompass the Donetsk region, particularly «ancient
history», were used by local authorities, interconnected business elites, and Moscow’s
hybrid forces, and for what reason.

The research’s source base is varied and representative. Firstmost, it includes
specific images of coats of arms, flags, emblems of commercial brands, symbols used
in propaganda events. The majority of those emblems and symbols were described in
the course of work of an international research project on the self-representation of
Ukrainian cities «CityFace». The analysis of motivations behind various symbols also
requited the use of mass media materials, offline and online newspapers, as well as
blogs in social networks. Furthermore, in the interests of historical-comparative metho-
dology, the documents of Vinnytsia regional administration and regional council, per-
sonally found by the researcher in Vinnytsia regional state archives, were used to
compare Donetsk and Vinnytsia regions’ approaches to information policy and ideo-
logy at the same period of time.

Results of the research. The fall of the Soviet Union left Donetsk region with a
«not so newy leadership. Representatives of the old party «nomenclature» and the

! Kynim, FO. O. (2015). TIoHATTS cHMBOMTY: CHMBONH B YKpaiHCHKiii KymsTypi. Bicnux Xapxis-
CbK020 HAYIOHANbHO20 nedazociunozo yuisepcumemy imeni I C. Ckosopoou. «@inocogisny, 2(45),
101-105. DOI: zenodo.32455.

2 Cnob6oasniok, M. (2020). Cumpoika Micis 60iB Ha Cxozti YkpaiHu — HOBHIA Pi3HOBHI HapyKaB-
Ho1 emOnemaruku 30poriHux Cun Ykpainu. 3nak, 82, 10—11; Cnoboasutok, M. (2020). [nausimyansb-
Hi HapykaBHi emOiemu 6iiiniB ATO-OOC — HoBwmii BuJ cuMBoiiku 30poitaux Cun Ykpainu. 3nak,
80, 9-11.
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mining unions’ elite stayed in power during the 1990s. By early 2000s, their ranks
were further replenished by the representatives of the newly-formed capitalist business
elite. The culmination of this process of forming a stable and seemingly unshakable
local and regional government was the formation of the «Party of Regionsy. Like no
other party, the «Regionals» were interested in building their power in the new
Ukraine without Ukrainian ideology, instead focusing on the remnants of the Soviet
cult of Victory and the retransmission of old myths in the new political arena (using
the fear of the «Banderites» for political struggle of the 21% century). In the course of
the search for self-definition, description of their own role in the new political space
of Ukraine, these figures began to appeal to the Stalinist term of «strong economistsy,
which was actively spread by political technologists in the Russian-speaking media
space: not only in the east of Ukraine, but also in Belarus and the Moscow region®. At
the heart of the concept (in its original, positive meaning) is an appeal to voter intro-
spection, an incentive to neglect the ideological (the desire to elect a non-corrupt, pat-
riotic politician) for the sake of the pragmatic (finding a politician who will be «com-
petent in economic mattersy). The contrast between «the language and the sausage»,
«the idealists and the businessmeny formed the basis of the system of values that the
Donetsk leadership offered to society instead of an ideology based on Ukrainian na-
tional identity and Ukrainian-specific nation-building. One could say that this was
exactly how the Party of Regions bosses saw the «newy Ukrainian ideology: absolutely
«toothless» in terms of historicism, focused only on issues of economic stability and
promised further enrichment, and, at the same time, not opposed to the Soviet heritage,
due to historical connections of the party leaders to old Communist bureacracy.
Analyzing the statements of the Donetsk region politicians recorded by the local
press, along with interviews given to the newspapers, it can be surmised that they ex-
perienced a form of cognitive dissonance, when people who were brought up with un-
questioning belief in the Communist Party, and many of them already used to servi-
tude around the ideologues of communism, to flattery before the Soviet leadership,
now had the power in their own hands, unconnected to pretend «adherence to the ide-
als of Communismy», and now had to lead an independent country, now with full
awareness of the crimes of the old totalitarian regime. Accordingly, the politicians’
«way out» of this situation was to evade any «problematicy ideological issues like, the
very matter of Ukrainian self-identity and the realization of many crimes of the old
regime against not just the few members of intelligentsia, but indeed large swathes of
the population. Such an attitude in regards to ideology obviously affected local sym-
bolism, and, thus, local emblems (heraldry, flags, emblems). Ukrainian officials and
local authorities also witnessed foreign examples of standing by Soviet symbols: Vla-

! Beneit, JI. (2020). ®enomen rocmomapuunTea. Uchoose — Obupaew TH! 15 sxostas 2020.
Retrieved from http://uchoose.info/fenomen-gospodarnytstva/ (data zvernennia: 14.07.2024)

84



dimir Putin’s use of the Soviet anthem, Alyaksandr Lukashenka’s return to Soviet
Belaruian flag and coat of arms, only partially modified, the uneven decisions on
whether to «de-communize» the names of the regions themselves or not. Thus, the
authorities were not focused on portraying national Ukrainian symbols, so much as on
a version of Ukraine that’s comfortable for former Soviet «Communists», and that
resulted in specific choices regarding emblems?.

In 1999 Donetsk regional administration announced a competition for projects of
regional symbols, which was initiated by the «Zolotoy Skify (translation from Rus-
sian: «Golden Scythiany) charity foundation, the purpose of which was to popularize
the Donetsk region with a new coat of arms and a regional flag. The head of the «ex-
pert commissiony that judged the contestants, the charity foundation, and the regional
administration at that time was one and the same person — Viktor Yanukovych, who’d
later become the Prime Minister and at one time President of Ukraine, only to aban-
don the country in times of crisis. As Yanukovych’s «expert commission» finished
their judging, and the session of the regional council approved the winning design,
trouble has started: a variation of the coat of arms that was specifically criticized by
heraldry researchers was the one that ended up approved by the authorities. The he-
raldry researchers noted that a more heraldry-adequate version has already been pre-
sented to President of Ukraine Leonid Kuchma, and the coat of arms approved by the
commission was incorrect: it was based on the French shield, which was different
from the rest of the regions; it contained a personal motto (!), something characteristic
of personal rather than regional coats of arms; the main figure of the heraldry, an azure
Mertsalov palm tree, was supposed to be sable, symbolizing the original statue made
of black metal; finally, the coat of arms was adorned with green branches, symbolizing
youth and insecurity. The updated design, refined according to the requirements of he-
raldists, was personally presented to Viktor Yanukovych at the summing up of the
results of the commission’s work, and the design won a national award?. Despite a
personal appeal to Viktor Yanukovych himself, in the end, in a letter from the «Zolo-
toy Skif» foundation, the heraldry scholars were accused by the elites of suffering
from a «bruised ego» with a «request to the regional administration» (controlled by
the same leadership as the foundation!) to keep the previous design, as made by the
local advertising firm «Cardinal» (connected to the business partners of the same
leadership!)3. Said design is still used by the Donetsk military-civilian administration.

! Huxonopos, O. (2015). IcTopis po3suTKy cemaparusmy B JloHeuskiit obmacti. Depo Jlonbac.
Retrieved from https://dn.depo.ua/ukr/donetsk/istoriya-rozvitku-separatizmu-v-donetskiy-oblasti-
28102015090000 (data zvernennia: 14.07.2024).

2 JloHeTuaHaM TIOACYHYIH «HETPaMOTHEI rep6? (2003).

3 3omoroit Cxud. (2003). Muenne b® 3onoroii Ckud o auckyccun nogastoir CMU o repbe Jlo-
Herkoi obnmactu. epanvouxa.py. Retrieved from https://geraldika.ru/article/3267 (data zvernennia:
14.07.2024).
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The special shield, different from the rest of the regions, and the words of the chemist
Dmitry Mendeleev written in Russian on the «motto» were left as is.

Thus, the coat of arms of the Donetsk region was left «silent» about distinctly
Ukrainian history in the region: the Ruthenian silver-seekers of old, the Kalmius Pa-
lanka of Ukrainian Cossacks, the victories of Ukrainian People’s Republic in 1918.
Even though one could argue that references to Cossack settlements of old, such as
Oleksandrivka could be useful for information policy of the region, in order to depict
an early history of the city of Donetsk (which representatives of various city admi-
nistrations are typically concerned with), the Donetsk City Council dates the founda-
tion of the city from the founding of the John Hughes metallurgical plant, although
Hughes’s town of Yuzivka was built on the basis of the incorporation of older settle-
ments. A monument was erected in honor of the 19" century Welsh entrepreneur,
brand names referencing him still remain, while the Ukrainian Cossacks were «not so
lucky»: despite the suggestions of local historians, the authorities were not interested
in the heritage of the Zaporozhian Host in the Donetsk region. It is worth noting that
while the political and economic elite of the region chose to ignore the legacy of the
Ukrainians Cossacks in the region, they were not averse to mentioning, even high-
lighting the ancient, «pre-Ukrainiany part of the region’s history. In addition to the
above-mentioned «Golden Scythian» foundation (and the multi-annual festival of the
same name, with the famous award in the form of a Scythian statue), the ancient Ira-
nian peoples of the Pontic-Caspian Steppe became of great interest to both the political
elites and the connected business interests. It is worth noting that in 2001, according
to the decision of the concern’s shareholders, the «Donetsk beer plant» brewery was
renamed «Sarmaty, referencing the ancient Sarmatians, who controlled the region af-
ter the Scythians. It is the most notably, but not the only reference to the names of
Scythians and Sarmatians, which have been commercialized, and intended to be pro-
moted as specifically regional brands®. However, these ancient peoples were not exact-
ly Donetsk-specific parts of history: Scythia, at even the modest estimates, covered
nearly the entirety of modern Ukrainian territory, and Sarmatia expanded even further
beyond its borders. Yet, the authorities from Donetsk focused specifically on the pro-
motion of these symbols from ancient history, of rough steppe nomads, rather than
other parts of the region’s history. Comparing the activities of the Donetsk region
authorities to those of other regions at the time is especially of note. The Vinnytsia
region archives reveal to us that in the same year, 2001, the authorities and business
interests in Vinnytsia regions were concerned with the implementation of the Presi-

! CityFace. (2021). Orpumani nani. CityFace. Retrieved from https://cityface.org.ua/data?Sights-
Search%5BsRegions%5D%5B0%5D=2&SightsSearch%5BsTypes%5D=&SightsSearch%5BsPerio
ds%5D=&SightsSearch%5BsAmounts%5D=&SightsSearch%255D=&SightsSearch%255BsDateSi
nceEnd%255D=&page=2&per-page=15 (data zvernennia: 14.07.2022).
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dent of Ukraine’s plans on the implementation of the Program of integration of
Ukraine into the European Union. Particularly of interest is the ideological compo-
nent. Vinnytsia regional administration reported encouraging the local newspapers,
information agencies, schools, universities to cover topics such as «Ukraine in the his-
tory of Europe», «UKraine on its way to Europe», «Ukrainians famous in Europe» to
facilitate the ascension into the EU!. Meanwhile, Donetsk region focused on the
Scythians — the rule of which covered Vinnytsia, as well, but its authorities and deci-
sion-makers would not try to compromise Ukrainian nation-building for the sake of
dressing up in the symbols of antiquity. Once again, it also wasn’t the factor of speci-
fic regional history being promoted — not only the Iranian tribes lived beyond the cur-
rent Donetsk region, but there were plenty of ancient and early medieval tribes that
Vinnytsia authorities could have promoted — like the Khazars, the Ulichi, or the Bo-
lokhivtsi, — and yet, they did not.

The motivation of the regional and business authorities, all in the circle of rela-
tives and acquirances of then-governor Viktor Yanukovych, to downplay national
Ukrainian symbolism in favor of ancient Iranian peoples, 19" century Russian chemists,
and Welsh industrialists, is obvious: they were uneasy, even discomforted by the idea
of focusing on Ukrainian-specific (unrelated to Moscow, or any other current or histo-
ric power) historical content of the region. Not being loyal to the idea of independent
Ukraine themselves, instead accustomed to the role of «good little brothers», they op-
posed the use of Ukrainian symbols and unified Ukrainian historical mythos. Notably,
some of the symbols they introduced, like the regional flag, would become associated
with the new Ukrainian nation-building in popular variations: versions of the flag with
the words «the sun of Ukraine rising in the Donbas» were popularized after Moscow’s
2014 hybrid invasion into the region?. It is of interest that the hybrid invaders, while
amplifying the «Russianness» of regional symbolism for their propaganda (using a
flag that modern «folk history» mythos attributed to the short-lived «Donets-Kryvyi
Rih Soviet Republic» with an added legless variation of the traditional Muscovite
double-headed eagle), also turned to ancient history for information warfare. As per-
sonally witnessed by the author of the article, during 2014’s Victory Day in Europe
celebrations in Donetsk, Moscow hybrid adversary agents would spread stickers and
small calendars adorned with the «St. George ribbon» imagery and the words «We
remember glorious victories... Over Germany in 1945. Over Khazaria 1 045 years ago,
Over China more than 7 500 years ago» (Image 1). A variant of said art, depicting a
Soviet monument, a Cossack-stylized Sviatoslav of Ruthenia, and a Slavic-looking

! NlepxaBnwuit apxiB Binanmpkoi o6macti, . P-6147, om. 3, crp. 546, apk. 139-140.

2 Menexecnues, K. 1. (2021). EM6nemarnka mocTpaasHchbKoi JIoHequnHH: O(illio3 «rOCHOfapHH-
KiB», IEpepOOKH «3 HAPOIY», AIBTEPHATHBY aIloJIOTETIB «PYCCKOTO MUpa». Haykoei 3anucku Binnu-
YbKO20 0epacagno2o nedazoziunozo yHieepcumemy imeni Muxaiina Koyrobuncvrozo. Cepia: Icmo-
pis: 30ipHuK Haykosux npays, 36, 58—66.
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warrior fighting a dragon (symbolizing ancient China) was reportedly seen in 2015°s
Moscow on advertisement billboards?.

4 QHan Xaszapuei

Image 1. Propaganda art in 2014 ’s Donetsk and in 2015 's Moscow

These propaganda pieces are even less related to either Ukrainian or Donetsk-
specific history, but the particular use of ancient history is intriguing. As said pieces
are connected to Moscow’s 2014 hybrid adversary forces, it is likely that the message
wasn’t meticulously crafted by a committee, but rather «outsorced» to technically
nongovernmental-affiliated actors, such as the businesses of Konstantin Malofeev,
which had contacts with the both faces of hybrid agression in 2014°s Donetsk: the
Russian Federation citizens Aleksandr Borodai and Igor Girkin. Therefore, some
obscure «folk history» mythology about an ancient war against China made it into the
picture. Although most people won’t recognize this «war» as something familiar, but
they will at least get an idea of such an event, perhaps «hidden by the historians,
so that people wouldn’t know the truthy. It is a peculiar attempt, which fits into the
patterns of information warfare agents: introduction of concepts previously unknown
to the audience through association with ones that they have already heard of before
(in this case, the Victory in Europe Day).

The research shows that the 1990-2000s Donetsk region government-business
elites spent money and influence of addorning the region with symbolism that would
differ from the region’s history in the scope of the history of Ukraine as a whole: a
metal palm tree made for the Russian Empire’s entry in the International industrial
exhibition in Paris; words of the 19" century Russian chemist Dmitry Mendeleev;
John Hughes as a mythologized creator of the future city of Donetsk. Corrections
from professional Ukrainian historians were deliberately ignored by the elites. While
not featured in the official heraldry of the region, the ancient history symbols relating
to ancient Scythians and Sarmatians became widespread in various commercial brands,

! Poccust otnpasaayer 7 523 ronosuuny nodeas Hax Kuraem. (2015). ZpTown. Retrieved from
https://zptown.zp.ua/archives/173808 (data zvernennia: 14.07.2024).
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including the «Zolotoy Skif» foundation, which was headed by representatives of re-
gional leadership and their close acquaintances and business partners. Medieval and
Early Modern periods of the region’s history, particularly the development of Ukrainian
Cossack settlements, did not receive such attention from the regional elites, despite
being instrumental to the genesis of the region’s current population and of a great
number of its towns and cities. This separation of the region’s emblematics and sym-
bolism from unified Ukrainian «national mythos» was mostly done for the sake of the
elites’ themselves, reconciling their old Soviet loyalties with their new roles in an in-
dependent, capitalist country, whose national movements were fear-mongered against
in the Soviet times. However, reasoning notwithstanding, such policies would later
allow Moscow’s agents of influence to promote their own narratives of «ancient Rus-
sian history» in the region, particularly a mythical «war against ancient Chinayx.
The reasons for those are seeding of confusion, distrust in official sources (including
the established academic knowledge on the history of Ukraine), the spreading of the
«Russian Worldy ideology amongst people largely apathetic to it.
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